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This document describes the generic recommended release for each Cisco IOS XR® router.

Background I nformation

The information in this document is intended to serve as a general guide for upgrading Cisco |IOS XR
routers or for new deployments involving Cisco 10S XR routers. Beyond these recommendations, if you are
required to run Cisco 10S XR releases to use newer software features or hardware, select the Extended
Maintenance Release (EMR) when possible.

Review the Cisco 10S XR Release Taxonomy Bulletin. This page explains the new release taxonomy that
started in release 24.1.1. The recommended rel eases and the guidelines for running an EMR are general
guidance. Y ou are advised to review your network for features, hardware, caveats, and scale requirements to
select the release choice for your network.

Recommended

Release per Platform

This table lists the recommended release(s) for each platform.

Platform Recommended Releasg
8000 25.2.21
ASR9000 (64-bit/eXR)|25.2.21
NCS540 25.2.21
NCS560 25.2.21
NCS5500 25.2.21
NCS5700 25.2.21
XRv9000 25.2.21
XRd 25.2.21



https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/collateral/ios-nx-os-software/ios-xr-software/ios-xr-release-taxonomy-bulletin.html

Note: Cisco strongly recommends that customers upgrade to the fixed software indicated in this
advisory Cisco 10S XR Software Security Hardening Release: September 2026. SMUs are
available for 25.2.21.

Note: 32-bit Cisco IOS XR isaso referred to as cXR (Classic XR). 6.9.2 isthe last Cisco |0S XR
release for routers and modules that are 32-bit (CXR) only. 64-bit Cisco IOS XR isreferred to as
eXR (Evolved XR).

Early Field Trial (EFT)

Early Field Trials (EFT) for Cisco IOS XR is a collaborative program designed to provide pre-rel ease (beta)
software images containing new features, performance improvements, and critical bug fixes. This program
enables testing updates in lab environments and network topologies before software is Generally Available
(GA).

Early Accessto New Features and Key Enhancements

EFT provides access to features and functionality ahead of the general release. This alows you to evaluate
and validate updates such as new features, enhanced scaling capabilities, and hardware support tailored to
Cisco IOS XR.

Customized Testing

Y ou can deploy EFT software in lab setups, replicating production-like conditions to eval uate:
* Feature functionality in network architecture.
* Integration with existing tools and workflows.
* Interoperability with third-party systems and devices.

This ensures software works seamlessly with unique operational setups.
Early Resolution of Issues

By identifying and reporting defects or inconsistencies during EFT, Cisco collaborates closely to resolve
issues before GA releases. This ensures critical fixes are implemented early, minimizing the risk of service
interruptions during deployment.

Streamlined Upgrade Cycles

With Cisco IOS XR'’ s quarterly release cadences, EFT participation alows:


https://sec.cloudapps.cisco.com/security/center/content/CiscoSecurityAdvisory/cisco-sa-hardening-iosxr-qg64NcM

» Pre-certification of softwarein your environment.
» Assessthe readiness of critical fixes or features needed for upgrades.
 Streamline testing cycles during production rollouts.

Service Packs

Service Pack Overview

As part of ongoing efforts to enhance Cisco |OS XR and meet the needs of customers, Cisco has introduced
an operational offering: Cisco 10S XR Service Pack (SP). Cisco IOS XR Service Packs bundle multiple
Software Maintenance Upgrades (SMU) into a single image based on the dot-2 Extended Maintenance
Release (EMR). Cisco 10S XR Service Pack is designed to simplify the deployment and maintenance
process for those looking to upgrade their network.

Service Pack Details

» Single Image Deployment: Cisco 10S XR Service Packs bundle multiple SMUs into a single image
based on the dot-2 EMR.

» Optional: Service Packs are optional to dot-2 EMR, offering a hardened image with packaged fixes.

» The Service Pack release always has the format xx.yy.21.

* First release: Thefirst released Service Pack is 7.11.21 based on the 7.11.2 EMR.

» Release Cadence: Currently, one SP image per calendar year starting from the 24.2 release train.

* Availability: Posted under ‘ Cisco IOS XR Service Packs on CCO.

* Recommended Release: Service Pack is recommended for deployment timelines that align with the
availability of the SPimage. For other cases, dot-2 EMR continues to be the go-to release to upgrade
your network. Thisincorporates all the latest fixes and stability improvements from the dot-1 Feature
Release (FR).

Service Pack Location

1. Go to Software Download and choose the Cisco 10S XR platform.

Select a Product Q. Product Name e.g. 2911

Downloads Home [ Routers | Service Provider Core Routers J 8000 Series Routers

Cisco Interfaces and Modules
B000 Series Routers
_ 8102-64H-0 Router

Cloud and Systems Management

Carrier Routing System .
8111-32EH-0O Router
MNetwork Convergence System 6000 Series Routers
g . 8122-64EH-0 Router
Conferencing
8201 Router
Connected Safety and Security
) 8201-24HEFH Router
Contact Center
8201-32FH Router
Data Center Networking
B8201-32FH-0 Router
Hyperconverged Infrastructure

105 and NX-05 Software

8202-33FH-M Router
Optical Networking

8600 Router

Routers

2. There are severa options to download. Y ou can find the Cisco |OS XR software, SMU, and the Cisco
|OS XR Service Packs. Select the Cisco 10S XR Service Packs.


https://software.cisco.com/download/home

c1Sco Products & Services Support How to Buy Training & Events Partners Employees

Software Download

Downloads Home / Routers [/ Service Provider Core Routers / 8000 Series Routers / 8202 Router

Select a Software Type

DDoS Edge Protection Software
| 10s XR Service Packs |
I0S XR Software
I0S XR Software Maintenance Upgrades (SMU)

3. The next page shows the available Service Packs you can select from.

Software Download

Downloads Home / Routers [ 8202 Router / 105 XR Service Packs- 25.2.21

Q, Search 8202 ROUICF

{ Expand A Collapse Al 3 Release 25.2.21 Related Links and Documentation
A My Notifications = No related links or documentation -
v Latest Release
2521
File Information Release Date Size
24221
711.21 B8000-k9sec-rpms
. A000-k9sec-rpms. 25.2 21 tar 03-Apr-2026 1.21 MB o K
w All Release Advisories :
v 25 8000-optional-rpms
752 21 B8000-optional-rpms.25.2 21 tar 03-Apr-2026 25067 MB i \.-.‘J .
Advisories ]
w24
24221 8000 x64 7.12.1.docs
8000-x64-25,2.21.docs tar 03-Apr-2026 1.60 MB v K
> 7 Advisories
B000-x64 .iso Image

B000-x64-25.2.21.is0 03-Apr-2026 1615.37 MB + ' K
Advisories [

8000 USB boot Image
B000-x64-usb-25.2 21 zip 03-Apr-2026 1616.09 MB R ]

Advisories [

Suggested Release

A suggested Cisco |OS XR releaseis the latest EMR release. A recommended Cisco |IOS XR release is
flagged with a golden star. There are always two suggested rel eases. These releases provide software
quality, stability, and longevity. The suggested rel eases provide more options than the Service Pack which
has fewer releases.



Software Download
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Q Search 8202 Router

Expand All Release 26.1.1 Related Links and Documentation

A My Netifications - No related links or documentation -
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25.2.2
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25.1.2(MD)
Latsst ol 8000-k9sec-rpms
" |LBkoot oetiog 8000-k9sec-rpms.26.1.1.1ar 27-Feb-2026 1.26 Mg
25.4 2{MD) Advisories 07
26.1.1 B8000-optional-rpms
24.4 2(MD) 8000-optional-rpms.26.1.1.tar 27-Feb-2026 200.48 MB
: Advisories [
7.01.2(MD)

Cisco 8000 10S XR Software - Upgrade/Downgrade docs
> All Release 8000-x64-26.1.1.docs tar 27-Feb-2026 0.97 MB
Advisories [}

8000-x64 .iso Image
8000-x64-26.1.1.is0 27-Feb-2026 1749.75 MB
Advisories [

8000 USE boot Image
8000-x64-usb-26.1.1.21p 27-Feb-2026 1750.54 MB
Adwsories [

Related Content

» Software Download
» Software Lifecycle Support Statement - Cisco |OS XR
o End-of-Life and End-of-Sale Notices

| «
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https://software.cisco.com/download/home
https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/collateral/ios-nx-os-software/ios-xr-software/product_bulletin_c25-478699.html
https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/ios-nx-os-software/ios-xr-software/eos-eol-notice-listing.html

